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any editor of a journal which publishes scientific or technical manuscripts should be
equally skilled in discerning apoor graph as detecting an improperly applied statistic.
ROBERT W. ARNOLD
Medical Student
Yale University School ofMedicine
UNUSUAL MICROORGANISMS. GRAM-NEGATIVE FASTIDIOUS SPECIES. Edited by Ed-
ward J. Bottone. New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1983. 126 pp. $29.75.
Unusual Microorganisms, edited by Edward J. Bottone, is a slender book, 126
pages, divided into six chapters, each of which treats a particular species of human
pathogen. The book covers infections caused by six microbes: Eikenella corrodens,
Capnocytophaga, Cardiobacterium hominis, Gardnerella vaginalis, Pasteurella
multocida, and Actinobacillus actinomycetemcomitans. These microbes are infre-
quently isolated as causes of human infection, and a considered review describing
the characteristics ofthese organisms and their diseases is quite useful. In a sense the
title of the book is somewhat a misnomer because it implies the microbes themselves
are strange; in fact, it is only the frequency with which we encounter them that is
unusual. The six species of microbes are not related, and it is unclear why the editor
chose these particular species and why this book was limited to only these six.
Dr. Bottone has published for many years on the characteristics and pathophysiol-
ogy of infrequently isolated microorganisms and his work has significantly broad-
ened our understanding of human disease caused by these agents. The authors ofthe
individual chapters have been well chosen and have a solid track record in the same
area. Each of the chapters is well illustrated and referenced. Particularly complete
are the chapters on Eikenella corrodens, Capnocytophaga, and Cardiobacterium
hominis. The information contained in this book is not easily found elsewhere and
serves as an excellent current status report and literature review.
The book's only major deficit is its brevity. The limited number of species re-
viewed may well preclude individual microbiologists from purchasing it. It would,
however, be a valuable reference work for libararies or for those individuals with a
particular interest in one of the species.
STEPHEN C. EDBERG
Department ofLaboratory Medicine
Yale University School ofMedicine
HOSPICE U.S.A. Edited by Austin H. Kutscher, Samuel C. Klagsbrun, Richard J.
Torpie, Robert DeBellis, Mahlon S. Hale, and Margot Tallmer. New York, Colum-
bia University Press, 1983. 298 pp. $24.00.
Hospice U.S.A. is a collection of thirty-six essays written by doctors, nurses,
health planners, clergymen, academics, and a variety of other contributors. The
authors address a wide range of topics in the fields of hospice and thanatology. The
essays are organized into seven chapters dealing with the history of the hospice
movement, ethical and human issues in terminal care, hospice caregiving, helping
the dying, varieties ofterminal illness, alternatives to in-hospice care, and the future
of hospice care.
As suggested by the variety of chapter topics, this book covers a lot of ground.
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tives. Breadth of topic and opinion are the major strengths of the book. Take, for
example, the fascinating essay written by Lo-Yi Chan, the architect of the New
Haven Hospice. Mr. Chan discusses the contribution of architectural style to sup-
portive, sensitive patient care. Another interesting viewpoint is offered in the essay
on "management perspective" in which the authors discuss bridging the gap between
clinical concepts and managerial function in hospice administration.
The book has a few shortcomings. Several contributors digress to discussions of
very elementary material. For example, in an essay on "the senior citizen as
volunteer" we must wade through a section on the five types of American hospice
programs.
The collection also lacks an essay focused specifically on the emotional burden
imposed upon hospice care givers. This issue has received considerable attention in
the existing literature and also in the development ofin-service programs for hospice
workers. In fact, the tensions of working with the dying can be detected below the
surface of many essays in this collection. For example, an essay on "spiritual care"
describes instances of dying patients receiving paltry and uneasy attention from the
staff of traditional hospitals. Yet there is no focused attention in the book to the
responses of hospice staff to the dying patient.
Overall, despite the deficiencies noted, this book will make interesting reading for
anyone interested in hospice care.
JEFFREY KATZ
Medical Student
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INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON NEGLECTED SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES.
Edited by King K. Holmes and Per-Anders MArdh. New York, Hemisphere Publish-
ing Corporation, 1983. 336 pp. $44.50.
This volume is a multi-authored collection of review papers presented at a World
Health Organization meeting to consider the present state of sexually transmitted
diseases (STDs) other than syphilis and gonorrhea. The date of the meeting is not
specified. The title refers to the distinguished editors' position that it is important to
gather documentation of the importance of these "other" STDs and periodically re-
examine the effects of sexual/social changes on the epidemiology of these diseases.
The initial chapter by Dr. Holmes classifies the syndromes and infectious agents
associated with sexual transmission in man, andjust a listing ofthem in a table cov-
ers two pages.
One of the editorial difficulties in producing any text in the field of infectious
diseases is the decision whether to organize chapters according to infectious agents
or according to clinical syndromes. In recent years, the best general textbooks ofin-
fectious diseases have been organized utilizing both structures. Thus, in such books
the problem of pneumococcal pneumonia, for instance, is discussed both in a chap-
ter on pneumonia and a chapter on Streptococcuspneumoniae. This risks a certain
amount of repetition and requires careful editing to prevent excessive duplication.
The editors ofthis monograph have wisely followed this style and the first 138 pages
include chapters arranged according to "Sexually Transmitted Agents," while the
following 187 pages oftext are organized by"Syndromes and Complications Caused
by STD." Thus, for instance, in the first part there is a nice review ofthe microbiol-
ogy and syndromes caused by Chlamydia trachomatis, written by J. Shachter. Inthe